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This was the South African Indians' first experience of such agita-
tion, and a new thrill of enthusiasm passed through the community.
It brought home to them the conviction that the community was one
and indivisible. Now it was decided to send a monster petition to
Lord Ripon, the Secretary of State for Colonies. Gandhi read all the
literature available on the subject. His argument was : "We had a
right to the franchise in Natal, as we had a kind of franchise in India.
It was expedient to retain it, as the Indian population capable of
using the franchise was very small."
It was not a light task to secure a large number of signatures from
the whole of the province. Meetings were held every day and more
and more persons attended them. The requisite funds were raised.
Many volunteers helped in preparing copies, securing signatures and
similar work without any remuneration. The descendants of ex-
indentured Indians joined the movement with alacrity. Within a
month the memorial with ten thousand signatures was forwarded to
Lord Ripon, requesting him to recommend Her Majesty the Queen
to veto the measure. A thousand copies had been printed for distribu-
tion. This agitation acquainted the people in India for the first time
with conditions in Natal. Even The Times supported the claims of the
Indians.
Gandhi asked the Indian community to allow him to return home.
But they said: "Who knows whether the Colonial Secretary will
return a favourable reply to our memorial? You have witnessed our
enthusiasm. We are willing and ready to work. We have funds too.
But for want of a guide, what little has been done will go for nothing."
Gandhi saw the logic of the argument but he told them about his own
difficulties. He would not stay at public expense and, according to his
idea of those days, Gandhi believed that he could not add to the
credit of the community, unless he lived in a style usual for barristers,
which meant nothing less than ^300 a year. He said that he was
prepared to stay if the principal traders among them could give him
legal work and retainers for it beforehand, first for a year on proba-
tion. This suggestion was accepted by twenty merchants.
Gandhi applied for admission as an advocate of the Supreme Court
of Natal. The Natal Law Society opposed the application on the sole
ground of colour bar, but the Senior Court overruled the objection
and Gandhi was enrolled as an advocate. After taking the oath,
Gandhi was admonished by the Chief Justice to take off his turban